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INTRODUCTION

I want to welcome you once again to our annual diplomatic briefing.  It is always a pleasure to welcome back to Belize those of you that have accompanied us before and it is an honour for me to extend a warm welcome to those of you who are here for the first time participating in our diplomatic briefing.   

I extend a warm welcome to those of you who are visiting. I hope you will find time out of your busy schedule to enjoy the many great things that Belize has to offer.  
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TAKING STOCK OF OUR DEVELOPMENT

This year the nation of Belize proudly celebrates its 30th Independence Anniversary.  Though 30years is but a very brief moment in time the history of Nation State, it is for us, Belizeans, a most important and historic milestone.  We are therefore truly grateful to all of you for sharing in the celebrations with us.

In times like the ones the world is now experiencing, the imperative for collaboration, co-operation and partnering between nations of all stripes is becoming increasingly more manifest.  We are indeed inextricably interdependent upon each other for our very survival.

This year’s presentation focuses on the work we have been doing over the years to develop our country and our people.
In this regard I hasten to acknowledge, with sincere gratitude, the tremendous contributions that the international community through you so ably represent has been making to the realization of our development goals.  These contributions have come in myriad forms both at the bilateral and the multilateral levels.  And, we entertain no doubt, will continue to play a vital role in our quest to develop our people to rid them from the scourge of poverty.  
Our development agenda is the motive force behind everything our government does and it informs everything that we in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade do throughout the course of the year.

SLIDE 3
PRIORITY AREAS

As we seek to develop our nation we are continuously confronted by a multiplicity of issues with compete for our attention and our resources.  However, in this presentation I propose in light of our time constraint, to discuss only the seven issues which we in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade regards as priority ones.  We will aim to share with you our views of the way forward in respect of the seven.  These include:

1. Belize – Guatemala Relations; 

2. Crime and Security;

3. Trade and investment;

4. Integration;

5. Cooperation;

6. Sustainable Development;

7. Diaspora Initiative; and 

8. Way Forward
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BELIZE – GUATEMALA RELATIONS

The definitive settlement of the Belize – Guatemalan dispute continues to be our number one foreign policy objective.  In this regard I am happy by the fact that the Guatemalan Government under President Colom and Foreign Minister Rodas share our desire to put closure to this long lasting problem.    And that both our governments are resolved to have the dispute adjudicated by the ICJ subject to the acquiescence of both our peoples signaled in national referendum scheduled to be set by both our countries   
The Guatemalan Government went through their internal process of submitting the Special Agreement to their Congress and on September 9th, 2010 the Congress of the Republic of Guatemala approved that the national referendum, as required by the Special Agreement, be conducted in Guatemala at a date to be determined.  That date under the Special Agreement must be agreed between Belize and Guatemala.  Our internal process differs from that of Guatemala.  Our referendum Act requires us to table the question in the National Assembly 60 days prior to the proposed date upon which it is proposed to put the people in referendum.  

 It is not expected that a date will be set for the referendum until after the General Elections in Belize which must be held by mid 2013.  In order for our people to be able to make an informed decision when voting on the referendum, it will be necessary for us to commit to a concerted and sustained educational campaign in both countries in order to ensure that the people are properly sensitized to the serious and delicate issue to be finally adjudicated upon by the ICJ.
In the mean time we are encouraged by the fact that the relations we maintain at the highest political level with Guatemalan President Alvaro Colom and his Foreign Minister Haroldo Rodas remain very positived and cordial.  We hope that the same relationship will persist under their successors who will assume office on January 14th, 2012.   

At a different level, through a High Level Working Group established in December 2009 on the recommendation of the OAS Secretary General, we are now engaged in dialogue to facilitate communications and to improve the effectiveness of the Confidence Building Measures (CBMs).  We need to highlight that the CBMs were designed to maintain peace and order along the land border with the Republic of Guatemala (within a defined Adjacency Zone) until such time as a definitive settlement is achieved.  
I take this opportunity to commend the OAS personnel at the Adjacency Zone, now led by Mr. Sergio Benitez new Acting Director, for the excellent work they have been carrying out since the office was established.  However, in taking stock of the situation we cannot overlook the fact that the problems on the ground are increasing.  According to reports from the Friends for Conservation and Development (FCD) Thousands of acres of the pristine tropical forests of Belize have disappeared, having been illegally ‘slashed and burned’ by Guatemalan citizens.  There is increasing  organized criminal activity over our western border. These include illegal; illegal poaching; illegal extraction of ornamental “xate” leaves; looting of archaeological sites; increased cultivation of marijuana cultivation; and narcotics trafficking.  This situation poses serious challenges to our forest reserves and to our security forces which have limited manpower and other resources. 
Under the Agreement on Confidence Building Measures both the Belizean and Guatemalan governments are required to dissuade its nationals from crossing illegally into each other’s territory.  Both our governments have tried to discharge our obligations, in this regard we have to acknowledge that the cooperation in this area has improved.  Guatemalan authorities have cooperated in providing extra security in hot spots.  It helps tremendously that as part of the CBMs the security forces from both sides maintain an open line of communication and meet regularly in joints patrols and dialogue.  This helps in no small way to develop a tradition of dialogue and cooperation which can only bode well for peace and security in the region.
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CRIME AND SECURITY

Increasing crime and violence, particularly in Belize City continues to be a major challenge for our government, our law enforcement agents and our citizens.  Belize City particularly has seen in the last few years an exponential increase in crime, particularly murders. This phenomenon is especially worrying since Belize with a population of just over 300,000 is the least populated country in the region yet our incidence of crime is among the highest in the region if not the world. 

Citizen security has become the number one domestic priority of my government.  We are presently dedicating 6% of our national budget to fighting crime, but it is becoming increasingly evident that we will need to employ much more resources, both human and financial, if we are to get a handle on the crime situation in our country.  There is an urgent need to investment in social safety nets, crime prevention, rehabilitation and reintegration, sports, education, job training and job creation. 

Over the years, in response to the increasing crime situation the Government of Belize has undertaken various initiatives which include the establishment of a Crime Commission; the Conscious Youth Development Program (CYDP) and the Police Youth Corps Programmes; the National Committee for Families and Children; and the Community Rehabilitation Department.  However despite the concerted efforts the crime situation continues to escalate.  
On June 1st 2010, the Prime Minister restructured the Ministerial Portfolios to create a Ministry of Police and Public Safety.  He appointed a trained management professional as Minister of the Police.  The sole responsibility of this ministry is to address the crime situation and bring peace and security to our neighbourhoods.  This decision demonstrates the seriousness and resolve of our Government of Belize to providing a safe and secure environment for our citizens.  
Our Government has also embarked upon a new initiative labeled “Restore Belize”.  This programme was launched on June 2, 2010.  It is focusing on social and community interventions to help to ameliorate the conditions of the poor and thereby reduce the incidence of crime and violence.  The mission is "to make Belize a safe, vibrant home for residents through inclusive, multi-sectoral, and citizen-centered action."  It functions primarily as a coordinating agency that pulls together all government agencies to address the complex array of institutional, social and economic issues that have given rise to the high levels of violent crimes in our country.  The programme has two underlying pillars, Human Development, and Democratic Governance and Citizens Security.   The aim is to get the community involved in exploring ways of reversing the negative effects that crime and violence has on our society, and particularly on the youth, who are most vulnerable among us. 
It is of no consolation to us that crime related violence is a scourge which affecting our entire hemisphere.  Indeed it heightens our resolution that in order to effectively combat this rise in criminal activity within our countries it is imperative that we address the transnational nature of this phenomenon.  There is growing evidence in our region of cross-border collaboration by criminal elements who are resource rich very well organized and highly connected in financial and political circles.   These criminal organizations induce our marginalized, uneducated, unemployed youth with false promises of hope to become affiliated with gangs whose main objective is to secure their markets for illegal guns and drugs, control neighbourhoods and communities by use of terror, violence and senseless homicides thereby putting at risk decent law abiding citizens.  
Belize as a member of CARICOM and SICA has been working assiduously with our regional partners and the USA to find solutions to this vexing problem.  Within CARICOM, we continue to participate actively within the Council of Ministers Responsible for Security and Law Enforcement (COMSLE) and we have embarked on several initiatives including: 
1.  The establishment of a Regional Management Framework for Crime and Security which focuses on resource development for regional law enforcement and security officials;
2.  The CARICOM Crime Prevention Plan which contains five pillars: reduce violence, foster social integration, promote reintegration, empower victims and protect environment and economic resources within CARICOM member states;

3. The CARICOM Implementation Agency for Crime and Security, design to administer collective response to crime and security priority areas for member states; and 

4.  Caribbean Basin Security Initiative (CBSI) to foster greater collaboration between the US and CARICOM to address crime and crime related activities.

Respectfully our geographical location has put us at a major disadvantage in this crime wave.  Located as we are on the Central American Isthmus we naturally form a part of the corridor from South to North through which is routing traffic of illicit drugs, human beings and other illicit forms of contraband.  Our governments neither have the human or financial resources to effectively combat these illicit activities.  Both our maritime and land borders are too extensive and porous.  However these problems we face are not unique to us.  Mexico, Guatemala, El Salvador, Honduras are experiencing similar if not worse problems associate with crime and violence.  To give you a picture of the seriousness of the situation according to a statistical figure produced by the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) there were some 18,167 homicides in Central America. 
In 2010, in light of the fact that new security challenges emerged, the SICA member states embarked on a review and update of the Central American Strategy that was adopted in 2007, to include the new challenges faced by the region.  The review led to a restructuring of the Strategy that is now divided into four strategic components to combat crime and violence within the region.  The four components include:

1.  Combating Crime,

2.  Crime Prevention, 

3. Rehabilitation, Reintegration and Penitentiary Security, and 

4. Institutional Strengthening.  

Under each of these components we are developing specific projects that are designed to assist in the implementation of the components and the overall strategy.  There are 22 project outlines that are being developed which will be presented to the international community to obtain funding for their implementation.  The new and revised strategy contains a cross sector approach to fighting crime and reduce violence in our communities.  The approach includes involvement by the local, state, and national public security authorities of each country that feeds into our regional efforts such as information sharing, exchanging of best practices and rapid response mechanism to combat crime and crime related activities.

The new revised and updated strategy was presented at the first ever International Conference in Support of the Central American Security Strategy that was held in Guatemala on 22 and 23 July of this year with the participation of all the Heads of State and Government of Mesomerica.  The conference was well attended.  It included the participation of high level representatives from the group of Friends that have been with us since we began the process, including the United States, Spain,  Italy, Canada, and other donor countries, the European Union, IDB, the World Bank, the Central American Bank for Economic Integration, the United Nations and other international and Regional Organizations.  

During the conference our partners reiterated their commitment to continue working with us to ensure the effective implementation of the strategy.  We acknowledge the commitment with gratitude.  Honorary pledges they made at the conference will be essential to the implementation of the strategy.

The next six months will be critical if we are to successfully move ahead with the implementation of the strategy.  While we appreciate it we need to take ownership of our own security, we must highlight that many of the problems we encounter are tied to outside forces over which we have no control.  

The technical working group, established to develop the projects, has already completed four of the twenty two projects defined under the strategy and will have four more completed by the end of the year.  These project proposals will be presented to our partners for funding and technical assistance for their implementation.

As you can see, we are committed to restoring peace and security within our countries and within the region.  We are moving forward with unquestionable determination to combat crime and crime related activities and with the help of our partners we have no doubt that we will achieve success.
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TRADE AND INVESTMENT

Trade

The universal goal of promoting growth, eliminating poverty and improving the living conditions of the World’s disadvantage people coincides with Belize’s long term development goals.  The attainment of this goal has become increasingly urgent in light of the 2009 Poverty Assessment Report which shows an increase in the national poverty rate from 33% to 43%.  Accordingly we have made it a priority to use trade as an effective engine of growth. 
 Necessary 
Belize benefits from preferential market access to several large developed markets such as the USA and the EU, as well as the regional markets of CARICOM, and of other Caribbean and Central American markets like Colombia, Venezuela, Costa Rica, Cuba, Dominican Republic and most recently Guatemala, through the signing of a Trade Partial Scope Agreement (PSA).  
We are very mindful of the inextricable link between trade and development and so are actively taking steps towards getting our people to appreciate the magnitude of the change that will be necessary if we are to become competitive in the world’s market place.  As a critical step in our efforts to use trade as an effective engine for growth and make it part of our development agenda, we launched the country’s Aid for Trade Strategy in January of this year.  I am pleased to report that Belize was the first country in the region to launch its Aid for Trade Strategy.  We are very grateful for the solid participation of the members of Belize’s public and private sector and Representatives of international partners whose support was instrumental in developing the strategy.

This Strategy identifies priorities for building trade capacity.  This will be done by improving the coordination between ministries, designing and monitoring an evaluation mechanism and engaging in dialogue with stakeholders, investors and donors.  The pillars of the strategy are grounded in areas that influence trade and economic growth and have a direct bearing on the supply-side constraints faced by the private sector.  It is our view that if these constraints are addressed, we can enhance the country’s growth and development.  The pillars are: (1) trade facilitation, logistics and Infrastructure; (2) Sanitary and Phytosanitary Standards and Standards and Technical Regulation; (3) Regional Integration and Implementation of Trade Agreements (4) Private Sector Competitiveness.
With globalization which brings greater competition, improvements in technology and better farming practices; our private sector is beginning to position itself to access the markets of opportunities.  In many instances, it becoming increasing clear that there are tremendous market opportunities for our private sector right next door with our neighbours.  

In this regard we are proud to report that we negotiated and concluded a Partial Scope Trade Agreement with the Republic of Guatemala which came into force last year.  

To date the results of this agreement have been very rewarding.  Our exports to Guatemala have increased from approximately BZ$5 million to BZ$ 32 million in the first six months.  Although the imports from Guatemala in 2010 were BZ$110 million, our export figure has surpassed the projected estimates envisioned when we signed the agreement.    

The potential to increase our market share within Central America and Mexico, through the negotiations of Partial Scope Trade Agreements, should not only provide our productive sector with more opportunities but will also be a catalyst to attract foreign investment.  We have begun discussions with our counterparts in Mexico, El Salvador and Honduras and in the near future we expect to start negotiations for a Partial Scope Trade Agreement with these countries.    
We must emphasize at this juncture that the opportunities that these trade agreements present do not diminish the importance we attribute to the CARICOM Single Market and Economy (CSME), CARIFORUM or the Economic Partnership Agreement (EPA) with the European Union.  These are arrangements to which we are committed and remain attached. In fact, Regional Integration and Implementation of Trade Agreements is one of the pillars of our Aid for Trade Strategy. 
Notwithstanding some overwhelming constraints the CARICOM Single Market component of the CSME is moving forward and providing new opportunities for CARICOM member States including Belize.  The Single Market entails the following five regimes:
· free movement of goods

· free movement of persons
· free movement of services

· right of Establishment
· free movement of capital
Belize continue to experience a small trade surplus with CARICOM relative to Central America, but as all CARICOM countries start the implementation of the Agreement we expect trade to increase and provide more opportunities for different segments of the private sector from the region.    

In the area of free movement of skilled persons, a critical component of CARICOM integration with better provision of “hassle free” travel to CARICOM nationals within countries of the Community.  To date 121 applications by skill CARICOM nationals have been received and approved by Belize.  

In complying with our obligations under the CSME, Belize has made significant achievements in facilitating the right of establishment in the Belize market for all Community nationals, including in the sensitive sectors of fisheries and tour operating services.   We see this as a positive step.  We believe that bringing foreign investment into the country will improve our local industries and bring about more competition, resulting  in better services to our nationals and to foreigners who visit our country.
CARIFORUM-EC Relations

During the first half of 2011 Belize chaired the CARIFORUM Council of Ministers that reviewed and addressed critical issues such as the organization’s structure and mandate.   After three years of inability to function the Council of Ministers of CARIFORUM recognized the need to evaluate and strengthen the governance of the CARIFORUM Secretariat.  To enable the Secretariat to function effectively if we are to take maximum advantage of the opportunities made available under the Economic Partnership Agreement with EU and to access the funding necessary to assist countries in the implementation process. Under Belize’s chairmanship CARIFORUM deliberated deeply in dedicated sessions on the governance issue.  After much soul searching Ministers took some bold decisions.  I am pleased to report that those decisions enabled progress to be made in CARIFORUM’s work and that this will doubt will make it more dynamic and responsive.  We established an Open-Ended Committee which undertook a review of the governance of CARIFORUM, its Rules and Procedures, and drafted the terms of reference for a comprehensive institutional assessment of the structure, legal status and competencies required for the effective functioning of CARIFORUM.  These actions will further enhance the work of the CARIFORUM Secretariat in providing the necessary services to the member states.
The achievements of the Open-Ended Committee include the decision to establish a new and more effective CARIFORUM EPA Implementation Unit, the designation of a CARIFORUM Director General, and the drafting of the Terms of Reference for an Institutional Assessment of CARIFORUM.  
Economic Partnership Agreement   

While accessing the CARICOM market has been challenging for us, we anticipate that accessing the EU markets will be even more challenging.    From an administrative, procedural and legislative perspective, the implementation of the EPA continues in earnest in Belize.  We have thus far completed with the administrative obligations arising from implementation, including the ratification of the Agreement, the use of HS 2007, and because of the legislation giving effect to the the first set of tariff reductions for goods Belize is now poised to extract real benefits from the EPA.  

Since the signing of the Agreement in 2008 and giving rise to the automatic duty-free, quota-free access for Belizean products into the EU, the traditional exports continue to dominate trade.  Similarly we have been making efforts to target development assistance with a view to strengthening our trade and trade related capacities.  For instance support from the National Indicative Programme (NIP) has been used to advance our country’s productive sector.  Also the EU is contributing a significant portion of the funds that is currently being used to carry out the cattle sweep programme in Belize which is a necessary step towards making the export of Belize cattle into the Mexican market a reality.  

We are committed to do all in our power to enhance our trading capacity, to identify markets for our products and explore opportunities to expand our trade relations within the region.   While we have made some advancements we appreciate that our work is only just beginning.  We are very grateful for the tremendous assistance we have gotten from the countries and organizations which you all represent here.  
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INTEGRATION PROCESSES

It is now universally accepted that integration is key to achieving peace, security and sustainable development in our region.  The opening up of our markets to each other and the joining and utilization of our collective talents, wisdom, energy and resources for the purpose of enhancing the economic growth and well-being of all our people.
Belize is privileged to be a member of both regional integration processes, the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Central American Integration System (SICA).  Both provide a forum for member states to coordinate positions and gain leverage in negotiating with third states and other regional groupings.

In relation to CARICOM Belize participates actively in the work of the various Councils CARICOM including the Council of Ministers and the Conference of Heads of Government.  Over the years the CARICOM region has engaged in discussions designed to further enhance the integration process and has adopted positions on critical issues on the international agenda.  

CARICOM is making commendable progress in our integration initiative.  We are moving ahead with the CARICOM Single Market and Economy which has open up the doors, within CARICOM countries for the free movement of people and capital.  We signed the Economic Partnership Agreement with the European Union, which will enhance trade between our two regions.  We have established the Caribbean Court of Justice, which is our highest court for the settlement of disputes arising out of the Revised Treaty of Chaguarramas..  

As part of the Alliance of Small Island States (AOSIS) we are engaging in discussions on various issues of critical importance to CARICOM, such as climate change.  Our active participation within AOSIS has ensured that our positions are included in the negotiations with other regional groups.  We continue to advocate for additional financial and technical resources for adaptation to climate change.  CARICOM has three very able representatives on the recently established Transitional Committee tasked with establishing the modalities under which the “Green Fund”.  Our aim is to ensure that CARICOM, a region designated as highly vulnerable to the effects of Climate Change, will benefit to the maximum from those funds allocated for adaptation and mitigation of the effects of Climate Change.  We understand will amount to some US$100 billion by 2020.  

Regional security, which is an issue that continues to hinder our development and diverts our already limited resources, is another area that CARICOM has placed on the forefront of our regional agenda.  Currently we are in discussions with our partners to find common solutions to this problem.  We are cognizant that our countries are used as a corridor in the trade from north to south.  This trade is leaving a devastating trail of death, destruction and corruption.      

CARICOM is currently engaged in an exercise to reform our Secretariat to make it a more efficient organization better able to provide the services that are required by Member States to better cope with the integration process.  We appreciate the need to maximize benefits which we can get from our limited resources through an effective Secretariat. 

We are also working closely with our Central American partners (SICA) to strengthen our positions in areas such as Climate Change and Disaster Risk Management.  We have committed to implementing the CARICOM – SICA Plan of Action to find common areas of development.  

In Belize we will continue to work more closely with CARICOM with a view to achieving higher levels of integration which will ultimately translate in more socio-economic opportunities for all our citizens

In relation to SICA the integration movement is continuing to gather momentum.  However many of the problems experienced in SICA are compounded by our geographical location, our land mass and our population size.  Poverty is an issue that affects large sectors of the rural communities of Central America.  Many people do not have access to basic health care, adequate housing, clean potable water and electricity.  To address these issues, the countries of Central America held an Extraordinary Summit, in July 2010, to re-launch the integration process.  Social integration which was inadequately addressed before is now at the forefront of the regional agenda.  We recognize that it is critical to put a human face to development and our people need to feel that they are part of the process if we are to achieve our integration and development targets.  We have developed a social road map that addresses all social issues and we are moving ahead to strengthen our institutions to be able to provide the services that our people require.  The leaders of the region have recognized that integration must happen at all levels to be effective and we are acting on that conviction.

In this regard we have joined efforts to address the increasing crime situation that is now rampant throughout the region.  Recognizing that the situation is escalating we embarked on a revision and updating of our regional security strategy to include the new challenges.  This we have done with the assistance of our partners that have accompanied us throughout an extensive review process.  We presented this new and revised strategy at the first international conference in support of the Central American security strategy which included the participation of our partners and regional and international organizations.  Extensive work is ongoing by way of follow-up.

Our leaders also realized the vulnerability of our countries to the effects of Climate Change and have consequently mandated the development of a Central American strategy on climate change.  This decision came as a result of the Extraordinary Summit on Climate Change held in Honduras in 2008.  The climate change strategy is now in its implementation phase.  Central America is also working closely with CARICOM to arrive at common positions that can be taken to COP 17 in South Africa and Rio + 20 in Brazil.

To offset the high cost of medicines, the countries of Central America have established mechanisms to purchase medicines as a region.  This has resulted in the lowering of prices by approximately 30%.  Consequently medicines are now available to the most vulnerable peoples in the region.  Central America has invited CARICOM to participate in this endeavor.

At the last SICA – CARICOM Summit held in El Salvador, both regions committed to continue the discussions to re-launch the negotiations for a CARICOM – SICA free trade agreement.  I am pleased to report that it was at the initiative of Belize that the idea for a CARICOM – SICA Free Trade Agreement came about.  I Belize we see it as a normal evolution of relations for the two sub-regions to grow closer together.

TUXTLA MECHANISM

Belize, in 1995, became a member of the Tuxtla Mechanism for Dialogue and Coordination.  That Mechanism originally consisted only the Central American Republics and Mexico.  In 2009 Colombia and the Dominican Republic became full members of this organization.  The objective is to provide a forum for political dialogue between Mexico and the countries of Central America with a view to arriving at common positions on issues on the international agenda, but most importantly to engage jointly in areas that affect our region. 

The Tuxtla Mechanism contains three areas, political, social and cooperation and, Plan Puebla Panama, now known as the Mesoamerica Project.  The Mesoamerica Project contains 8 initiatives, including: Roads, Energy, Telecommunications, Tourism, Health, Trade Facilitation, Natural Disasters, Sustainable Development and Housing.  The objective is to develop the regions infrastructure to make it more competitive in the world markets.

To date the region has invested some US$1.5 billion dollars in upgrading and constructing the network of roads that make up the Pacific Corridor, expanding and upgrading the electrical grid that runs from southern Mexico to Colombia, laid fiber optics cable to provide the region with high speed cell phone and internet connection, and installed a network of computers to provide land information crucial for disaster risk management in the event of natural disasters.

Belize participates in this initiative and we have benefitted from the construction of a new international bridge between Mexico and Belize, which should be fully functioning in the first half of 2012.  This will greatly enhance Belize’s trade with Mexico and alleviate the vehicular traffic at the existing bridge.  We have also requested the assistance of the Inter American Development Bank to conduct a feasibility study to connect Belize to the Central American electrical grid from Mexico that will eventually connect to Peten, Guatemala in the south.  

Once the road infrastructure project continues Belize will form part of the Atlantic Corridor, road network that will connect Belize to Guatemala, Honduras and the rest of Central America.  In all it is expected that when the project is completed some 13,000 kilometers of roads will be upgraded and constructed, including bridges and tunnels throughout the region.

In the energy sector Belize has requested the assistance of the IDB to conduct a feasibility study to connect Belize to the regional energy grid.  The objective is to connect to the Mexican grid and once Belize reaches its full capacity in electricity generation to be able to connect to the Guatemalan grid through the Peten and sell electricity to Guatemala.

We have committed to continue working with our neighbours in the region and exploring mechanisms to integrate and enhance our markets for goods and to attract investment to complement our national development agenda. 
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COOPERATION

Cooperation, for Belize, like all other small developing countries, is a critical component of our national development strategy.  It identifies and integrates available additional assistance into our existing strategic development plan of action.  In our case the next four years will be critical since it is directly related to achieving the millennium development goals by 2015.

My Government, since taking office in February of 2008 has identified several priority areas that include education, food security, health, housing, crime and security and institutional strengthening.  To date we have reviewed and streamlined our cooperation programme and have been working closely with many of your governments and regional and international organizations.  We have benefitted greatly from tertiary level scholarships for our youth, we continue to receive assistance and benefit from medical brigades that have been dispersed throughout the country, mainly in our rural areas to bring basic medical care to those that need it most.  We have trained our public officers to strengthen our government institutions, obtained technical assistance for our farmers to increase production, both for the local market and to export.  We have enhanced our public security and the judiciary to deal with rising crime and reduce violence in our communities.  We are also engaged in negotiations to obtain technical assistance in the construction of much needed low income housing.  
Since 2008 our Ministry through its Cooperation Unit, has been working with our cooperation partners to develop an appropriate national development planning process.  The aim is to systematically engage the key socio economic sectors in consultation with our national institutions and communities and in partnership with bilateral and other aid organizations to develop the necessary mechanisms to ensure maximum benefits to our development initiatives.

We also continue to work closely with our international cooperation partners and our resident and non-resident Ambassadors to find new and innovative cooperation programmes to jointly enhance our cooperation.  We also concluded several country tours, with the participation of various ambassadors.  We have visited some of the most vulnerable communities with a view to identifying their priorities for growth and development at the individual, family, community, and by extension at the national level.

We have also enhanced our intra ministry communications aimed at broadening our vision and encouraging responsibility for our own development.  The idea is to encourage creative thinking and strengthening productive capacities by deepening knowledge and sustainable development practices and techniques.  In our approach we have been gender sensitive by promoting partnerships of mutuality and integrity which will contribute to the transformation of our society and deepening of our humanity. 

Our first two years in office we identified priorities for the immediate and short term and have worked to develop more long term strategic, such as our Horizon 20 – 30 long term development plan.  We have ensured the inclusion of innovative actions aimed at mobilizing cooperation with our partners at home and abroad to develop those key elements for an emerging Strategic Plan of action 2013-2015 .

After a thorough review we have concluded that our cooperation programme must integrate trade.  Trade as we all know is considered an engine for growth and is critical to our development.  However this must be done through an appropriate National development vision and the development of an Enhanced Integrated Framework (EIF) through a streamlined institutional realignment and increased connectivity of all relevant stakeholders, private, public and civil society.

We have adopted the concept of Global Belize/Belize Global  – an outreach and engagement mechanisms to include trade as part of our diplomatic efforts and establish mechanisms to attract Investment.  Our efforts are geared to building capacity and identifying supply side constraints that have affected our trade expansion in the past.  We continue to pursue trade and investment partnership and opportunities between Belizean entrepreneurs and our neighbours to the north.  We also seek to expand trade within the Central American markets.  

As part of our effort to include trade as an integral component of our cooperation programme we have started discussion to begin the process of negotiations for Partial Scope Agreements with El Salvador and Mexico and Honduras.

As we move to enhance knowledge throughout our schools my government has established a Council of Science aimed at providing guidance on strengthening our school curriculum to enhance the teaching of science, technology, engineering and math (STEM programme).  As a part of this initiative we have started a drive to obtain 10,000 computers which will be distributed throughout our school, technical centers, and community centers in urban and rural areas throughout Belize.
As we continue to streamline and update our cooperation programme we will be seeking your assistance to achieve this major undertaking.

Again I want to stress the importance that cooperation has on our development as we engage with your governments to bring about a better quality of life for your peoples.
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SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

Achieving our target of sustainable development is critical to the survival of small developing countries like Belize.  For this reason my government has placed sustainable development as priority on our national development agenda.  Climate change is a major challenge to our sustainable development efforts.  In order to mitigate the effects of climate change, the international community negotiated and signed the Kyoto Protocol and committed to reducing the emission of greenhouse gasses that have contributed to climate change.  However we are now close to the expiration of the first commitment period of the Kyoto Protocol and it appears that we are no closer to finalizing the negotiations for a second commitment period or another binding agreement post Kyoto. The 15th Conference of the Parties (COP 15) in Copenhagen in 2009 should have seen the culmination of 5 years of negotiations leading to a new commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol however it is no secret that COP 15 failed to deliver on all counts.  

The 16th Conference of the Parties (COP 16) in Cancun in 2010 also failed to deliver the new commitment period of Kyoto. However, the Cancun Agreements contained many decisions which formalized and built on the Copenhagen Accords. We are now close to COP 17 to be held in Durban, South Africa in December 2011 and are concerned that we are no closer to arriving at a new commitment period of Kyoto.  We are still to develop the institutional mechanisms to operationalize the Cancun Agreements and use these to develop a new comprehensive binding instrument that will take us post Kyoto.  

Our position on this issue is that there is a need for the implementation of consistent mitigation action by all major emitting countries so that global greenhouse gas concentrations are reduced from 390 ppm to 350 ppm which would contain global warming to only 1.5°C above pre-industrial levels.  We need to note that according to scientific data the temperature has already risen by 0.8°C. 

Increased funding to developing countries is required urgently for adaptation to ward off the future impacts of climate change. We need to stress that the less action taken by the international community in mitigation efforts, the more funds will be required by Belize and the majority of countries in the world for adaptation projects. There must be a special window of funding for technology transfer to countries like Belize which have small, fragile economies that are extremely susceptible to external shocks and natural hazards and, which cannot compete with larger more industrialized economies.

We also need to note that Belize is participating in several adaptation projects such as the EU funded GCCA project that are being implemented by the Ministry of Natural Resources and the Environment and which will be used to develop the national climate change office and the National Integrated Water Authority (NEWA) to implement national water projects. The ministry is also implementing another EU funded project to strengthen the Designated National Authority to approve projects under the Clean Development Mechanism (CDM). The project will also develop a portfolio of projects in the area of Carbon Sequestration which will be marketed by BELTRAIDE. Belize is also negotiating to host SIDS DOCK, a facility designed to assist countries in the development of renewable energy projects and to ultimately identify funding for the implementation of these projects.

REDD + 

An initiative that came out of the Climate Change discussions is Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and forest Degradation including forest conservation and sustainable forest management, REDD + initiative.  REDD-plus is truly a revolutionary initiative to preserving natural forests.  A REDD-plus initiative must include the reduction of emissions from deforestation and forest degradation and the role of conservation, sustainable management of forests and enhancement of forest carbon stocks in developing countries, while generating strong co-benefits for forest dependent communities.  The forestry sector alone accounts for 17.4% of global greenhouse gas emissions, as such, a concerted effort has been made in the last decade by the international community to curb global greenhouse gas emissions, which has risen by 70% since 1970.  
Belize stands to benefit significantly from this initiative.  Our national parks and protected areas, which account for 42% of our land mass, have the potential for income generation as we explore our options in the carbon sequestration markets.   The Government of Belize, through its National Climate Change Committee have designated BELTRAIDE as the focal point in this area.  
Rio + 20 

In 1992 the international community met in Rio De Janeiro, Brazil for the United Nations Conference on Environment and Development (UNCED).  A major achievement of the conference was the commitment by developed countries to set aside .07% of the GDP for development assistance to developing countries, a commitment that has not been met. The conference also adopted Agenda 21 to address all issues related to the environment and from this initiative came the Barbados Plan of Action (BPOA) that has guided the AOSIS countries on its path to sustainable development.   Unfortunately many of the agreed targets have not been met and most of the production and consumption patterns remain the same.    
The objectives of the Rio + 20 Summit are to secure renewed political commitment to sustainable development; assess progress towards internationally agreed goals on sustainable development and to address new and emerging challenges. 
CARICOM

Climate change is a phenomenon that if left unattended will have negative impact on the entire planet.  It is considered one of the major challenges to human survival.  Through the Caribbean Community Climate Change Centre (CCCCC), CARICOM is finalizing the regional climate change implementation and action plan based on the regional strategy approved by CARICOM Heads in 2009.  The regional plan will address issues related to adaptation, funding requirements and transfer of environmentally friendly technology for the implementation of adaptation projects in the region.  The plan should be ready for the approval by the Heads in January 2012. 
SICA

The countries of Central America (SICA), including Belize negotiated and developed through a participatory process the Regional Strategy on Climate Change which was endorsed by our Heads of Government in November 2010. At a regional summit on Climate Change and Environment in 2008, the Presidents of the member countries of the Central American Integration System (SICA) agreed that addressing the impacts of climate change required a cross-boundary approach, and approved guidelines for preparing a regional strategy on climate change.  

The regional strategy comprises six programmatic areas:

· Vulnerability, adaptation to climate change and variability and risk management

· Mitigation

· Capacity building

· Education, awareness, communication and citizen participation

· Technology transfer

· Negotiations and international support

It is important to note that at the II Summit of Heads of State of the Caribbean Community (CARICOM) and the Central American Integration System (SICA) decided to place the issue of Climate Change on the Agenda of both regions.  This is demonstrative of the seriousness with which the two regions are addressing the issues of Climate Change.

AOSIS
Belize continues to negotiate as a member of AOSIS.  We are insisting that a new commitment period for the Kyoto Protocol must be concluded. This includes much higher levels of emission reduction targets for developed countries, in the range of 40 to 45% below their 1990 emission levels by 2020. This level of emission reduction is necessary to enable emissions to peak by 2015 and to reduce global GHG concentrations to 350 ppm. This would give us a 50/50 chance of containing global warming to under 1.5 degrees C. 
We continue to uphold our argument that all Parties must contribute to this global effort including the newly and rapidly industrializing countries. However, we are cognizant that even if this is achieved, Belize and the other members of AOSIS must adapt to the impacts of climate change, and we must stress that new additional and predictable financial and technical resources must be provided to us to undertake the adaptation measures required in all sectors of our economies. The new financial mechanism, that is now being discussed, the Green Fund, must be under the authority of the COP of the UNFCCC.

However, there are two areas where Belize holds a different view point from some Members of AOSIS.  The issues dealing with REDD +, and carbon capture and storage. Belize has significant forest resources that could provide Belize with significant financial resources if an international REDD+ mechanism is adopted which allows both public and market funding.  However several members of AOSIS oppose this position due to their lack or limited forest cover. The same can be said in relation to carbon capture and storage, which is an essential mechanism to contribute to global mitigation efforts. 

As a block AOSIS provides small CARICOM countries like Belize the opportunity to have a strong negotiating mechanism.  This is because there are enough members, within the group, to follow all the various negotiations which occur simultaneously. Various AOSIS member States are chairpersons of several Contact Groups, which gives our grouping an edge in the negotiations. We (AOSIS) are also represented on the Bureau and any decisions taken are done in consultations with AOSIS member States to ensure that all our concerns are reflected in any final decision taken.
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DIASPORA INITIATIVE

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade remains committed to strengthening its deliberate, structured and mutually beneficial engagement with the Belizean communities abroad, in accordance with the Diaspora Initiative policy framework approved by Cabinet in September 2009.  Prominent among the pillars that underpin this policy is the recognition of the Diaspora Communities as strategic partners with an inherent interest in the development of Belize, and as a significant source of capital, technological know-how, valuable contact networks and access to resources.  Cementing the spirit of a mutually beneficial partnership, we have moved forward to improve the services we render to the Belizeans abroad.

In this context, we inaugurated a new consulate with extensive consular services, including processing of passports in Chicago in October 2010.  This will alleviate the travel of thousands of Belizeans living in Chicago, who previously had to travel to Washington, DC, New York or Los Angeles to apply for or to renew their passports.  With the establishment of this office, the three major Belizean population centers in the US are now served with full consular services.

In addition to passports, several Belizean communities in the US have signaled their need for Consular Identification Cards.  We have now started to issue these cards through the Consulate General of Belize in Los Angeles, and our Consulate in Chicago is finalizing arrangements to offer this service as well.  Earlier this year, new Temporary Passports, with full security features, were made available to the Embassies for use in emergency situations. 
We have also put in place an incentive programme for our nationals who are interested in relocating back home to Belize.  This programme allows our nationals to bring in free of duty all their household effects, their tools of trade to work in Belize and a personal vehicle.  Since the inception of this programme we have had approximately 115 Belizeans who have benefitted.  We have also created a Diaspora website that contains information on the services offered to Belizeans.  We are in the process of upgrading that website.  We are also engaged in a registration drive for our Belizean nationals abroad to ensure that they receive the assistance and services that our consulates and embassies abroad have to offer them.  

The engagement with and direct contributions by Diaspora organizations to Belize have also been consistently increasing.  Organized Belizeans in the US provide countless donations in the forms of scholarships, books, school supplies and equipment, medical supplies and equipment, monetary donations, heavy duty equipment (such as ambulances and garbage trucks), and many other items.  They are also active in assisting Belizeans who need to travel to the US for sophisticated medical treatment.

We welcome the assistance and donations and invite our nationals abroad to invest in their country, to capitalize on business opportunities in Belize so that the economy can grow and more jobs and economic opportunities can be created.  This invitation has seen mixed results, and small investments are surfacing but mostly from the returning migrants and from retirees.

Belize has also signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the Government of Mexico to explore areas where Mexico can provide assistance to Belize’s Diaspora.  We need to highlight that Mexico’s experience in this area is extensive and we can definitely use their services and learn from them as we continue to work with our nationals abroad.
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WAY FORWARD

As we move forward in cementing our objectives as a growing nation, solving the territorial differendum will be at the top of our national agenda.   We have set out a clear path to resolving the claim by Guatemala and in the mean time we believe that our efforts must now be concentrated on strengthening our bilateral agenda.  
Sustainable development is another major priority for my government.  We continue on our path to development ensuring a strong economic growth that will bring about our targets to lift our people out of poverty. We will continue to increase our efforts to provide a safe and secure environment for our people and their assets, as we move to strengthen our public security, our judicial system and strengthen our laws to deter criminal activity in our country and the region.

We are committed to the integration process both with CARICOM as well as SICA and continue to work to bring about the integration of Mesoamerica.  We are convinced that for us small developing countries integration is the only way forward.  We believe that uniting positions to address the global issues such as trade, natural disasters, and climate change is the only way to ensure that our concerns are taken into consideration.  

We will explore new areas to enhance and promote trade, including negotiating trade agreements with our neighbours.  We will renew our efforts to work together with CARICOM and Central America to move the integration process forward and to engage in negotiations for a Free Trade Agreement between both regions
In an effort to strengthen our positions in the area of climate change and natural disaster risk management, we will continue to work closely with our regional partners.  We have already started the discussion on COP 17 and Rio + 20.
We need to continue strengthening our South – South Cooperation and the triangular cooperation options that are available to us.  As we continue to review, revise and update our cooperation programme we will continue to solicit the assistance and expertise of your countries and your organizations to assist us with our development agenda.  

When this government took office in 2008, one of our targets was to expand our diplomatic ties with other non traditional partners.  We are exploring our options and identifying key areas to establish more diplomatic representations within our region, including South America, Europe, Eastern Europe and Asia.  However because of financial constraints this will be a slow phased out process. 

Once again I wish to reiterate my government’s commitment to upholding the principles of international law and the charter of the United Nations as we engage with you in working together to address those issues that are affecting our countries, our region and the international community as a whole.  Only by working together can we achieve our goals of living together in peace and harmony.

I thank you.   


